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were " to close his house with bolts and forbid him ingress " *.
The men of Hereford held that a burgess ought not to bring
trouble upon his fellow-citizens by failure to meet his
obligations, and where he had neither real nor personal
property to discharge his liabilities they inflicted the penalty
of imprisonment : " For we say that all of us are bound to
love one another and in all things to correct each other by
good means, and in no wise should we cause or drive any to
suffer mischief"2. But in the main towns sought to secure
by charter protection from reprisals in other towns. Bristol
(1188), Dublin (1192), Barnstaple (1200), Marlborough
(1204), and Winchester (1215), gained the concession that
no burgess should be distrained for any debt unless he were
himself the debtor or a surety of the debtor3. At Dunwich
(1205), on the other hand, the concession was modified ;
the burgesses were not to be distrained for any debt for
which they were not sureties or principal debtors, unless
their community had failed in doing justice*. This con-
ditional proviso was to be the keynote of Henry III/s
municipal policy. During the first forty years of his reign
the towns to all appearances made no constitutional advance
and failed to extend their immunities5. In 1255, however,
Henry III. accepted the crown of Sicily for his son; and, help-
lessly involved in continental entanglements, he was driven to
every possible fiscal device for raising supplies of money. The
king's extremity proved the opportunity of the munici-
palities, and on this ground we may doubtless ex-
plain the issue of a large number of borough charters at
this particular juncture. In 1255 Norwich, Nottingham,
Northampton, Lincoln and Lynn, in 1256 York, Scarborough,
Hereford, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Cambridge, Canter-
bury and Bridgnorth, in 1257 Oxford, Stamford and Guild-
ford, in 1259 Retford, in 1260 Berwick, and in 1263 Worcester,
1 Records of Leicester, i. 114.
* Bateson, Borough Customs, i. 119.    For Grimsby, cf. Charter Rolls,
ii. 15-
8 British Borough Charters (ed. Ballard), i. 165-166 ; Gilbert, Documents
of Ireland, 53.    On the subject of immunity at fairs, see supra, p. 255.
4  British Borough Charters (ed. Ballard), i. 165.
5  Waterford, however, secured complete immunity in 1232 :   Charter
Rolls, i. 158.
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